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from the CEO
MESSAGE 
from the CEO

Welcome to another edition of READ Founda-
tion's Newsletter covering the significant events 
and happening, and the milestones we achieved in 
the second half of 2019. 
Taking this opportunity, I want to thank Almighty 
Allah for the favors and blessings He ceaselessly 
bestows upon us. I am honored to be the CEO of 
the READ Foundation – one of the most prestig-
ious organisations in Pakistan. We are all blessed 
to be a part of such a noble cause. 
Our journey started in 1994 with the determina-
tion to uplift the lives of thousands of children by 
dragging them out of ignorance and despair, and I 
am delighted that our dreams came true owing to 
the splendid efforts of our team. 
I am also happy to share that we are achieving the 
set targets timely and professionally. I am sure that 
our dedication and commitment, along with the 
professional approach, will always remain integral 
for a promising future.
It is enchanting to see our progress and achieve-
ments during the last six months. As we close this 
year and begin another, I would like to thank every 
member of the READ family – our donors, volun-
teers, supporters, teachers, principals and office 
staff – whose contribution and passion has 
evolved this organisation into a movement of posi-
tive change.

I wish you a happy reading. 

Mr. Shahid Rafique
Chief Executive Officer

READ Foundation, Pakistan
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During the previous six months, the READ Foundation 
team has made concerted efforts and has carved new 
innovative strategies for the achievement of the organi-
sation's long-term objectives. The team has made signifi-
cant contributions in providing quality education, 
enhancing operational excellence, strengthening 
relationships with our alumni, expanding the outreach, 
strengthening relationships with parents and communi-
ties, providing infrastructure, and supporting the margi-
nalized and the underserved. 

These six month brought us many pleasing and proud 
moments including the outstanding performance of our 
secondary and higher secondary classes in the annual 
examination of Mirpur Board of Intermediate and 
Secondary Education. Similarly, opening of new 
schools, construction of new buildings for already 
established schools, successful organization of Ambas-
sador Conference, effective execution of the ‘Connec-
ting Classrooms Online Project’ in 70 READ Foundation 
Schools, and festivities gave colors to this period. 

 
THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR: AN OVERVIEW
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The culture of continuous improvement not only impro-
ves the quality of our programmes but also helps to 
deepen our learning and strengthening growth.  READ 
Foundation has observed steadfast progress during the 

last six months. The ever-increasing statistics and 
radical development is a true reflection of our achieve-
ments. Our programmes for the underserved, mainly 
the orphans, are supported and admired globally.

READ FOUNDATION AT A GLANCE

READ Foundation at a Glance 

390 Educational 
Institutes in total

72
Primary 
Schools 

172
Middle 
Schools 

99
High 

Schools 

45
Inter 

Colleges 

2
Degree 
Colleges

 

Students

112,006
Students 

59,855
(53%)
Boys

52,151 
(47%)
Girls

Teachers

5,948
 Teachers

1,430
(24%)
Male 

4,518
(76%)

Female 

Orphan Students
Boys 5,764

Girls  5,577

11,341 Students 
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READ Foundation has again excelled in the annual 
Mirpur Board examinations 2018-19. Its students 
passed the annual examination of SSC and HSSC with 
distinction and flying colors.
Maintaining our standings in SSC during the previous 
years, Kiran Iltaf (92.63%) and Kinza Saddique 
(92.54%) bagged first and second position in Mirpur 
Board SSC Art Group exams. Both students are from 
the READ Foundation School, Ouri. The SSC Science 
Group exams were also topped by our students from 
READ Foundation School, Panjera. Syeda Sehrish 

Bukhari got the first position in SSC Science Group 
exams by scoring 98.54% marks while Kiran Zubair 
obtained the second position by getting 98.36% marks. 
Besides, 39 students, including four orphan students of 
READ Foundation, remained among the top 20 
position-holders.
Our students also came up with astounding performan-
ce in the HSSC examination. Mr. Hassan Rehman 
secured the overall second position with an aggregate of 
95% marks. Moreover, 15 other students – a staggering 
number, were among the top 20 positions overall.

OUR STUDENTS OUTSHINE AGAIN IN SSC, HSSC EXAMS 
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READ Foundation started its journey in 1994 with a 
single classroom but having high hopes of supporting 
the underserved and facilitating the communities in the 
rural and hard-to-reach areas. So far, READ Foundation 
has constructed 122 purpose-built school buildings to 
help the students in their educational endeavors.  
In the last six-months, READ Foundation completed five 

buildings viz Basnara, Bhimber College Middle Section, 
Changpur, Kuppa Butt and Mallot.   
One of these projects, the Mallot school building was 
sponsored by ICNA Relief, Canada for which the READ 
community and indigenous people of both the areas 
extend their sincere gratitude. 

TURNING DREAMS INTO REALITY

Younus Khan, Former Captain of Pakistan Cricket Team, 
inaugurating his own sponsored building of 

READ Foundation School, Kuppa Butt, Muza�arabad.
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Our utmost priority continues to be the quality of educa-

tion that is offered to our children. READ Foundation, 

since its inception, is striving to provide quality education 

by developing the capacity of the teaching and the manage-

ment staff. As part of the continuous professional develop-

ment, READ Foundation’s Research and Development 

Team conducted 4-days training sessions for teachers on 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Pre-CCE.

SHAPING THE FUTURE THROUGH QUALITY EDUCATION



Page-08

 NEWSLETTER 
July - December 2019

On 24 September 2019, an earthquake of magnitude 
5.6 jolted the parts of Mirpur, Azad Kashmir. The 
shocks were strong enough to rupture the infrastructu-
re on a larger scale. It also took 50 precious lives and left 
so many injured. 
The Chief Executive Officer of READ Foundation along 

with General Managers of various Divisions  visited the 

site to share the pain felt by the victims and their 

families. Besides, the READ Foundation managed to 

provide food items and shelters to these deserving 

families.

LENDING A HAND TO THE EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS
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READ Foundation, in collaboration with the British 
Council, successfully executed the Connecting Class-
rooms Online Project in 70 schools of READ Founda-
tion. The project aimed at enhancing the critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills of the teachers. 
Achievements of the project:

a. Training of more than 500 teachers including head-
teachers

b. Submission of portfolios
So far, 17 schools have won the International School 
Award (ISA), and the portfolios of the remaining 
schools are in the evaluation process.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT: CONNECTING CLASSROOMS ONLINE
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In recognition of the selfless efforts of its valued Ambas-

sadors, READ Foundation organized an Ambassador 

Conference at the Islamabad Hotel. The get together 

aimed at seeking input from the Ambassadors for future 

interventions and also thanking them for their support 

to the orphan students. The event concluded with the 

shield distribution followed by a dinner.

CULTIVATING AND NURTURING RELATIONSHIPS
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READ Foundation participated various festivities in the 
last six months, including the Pak-Navy Family Festival, 
Lok Mela, and International Islamic University Educa-
tion Expo, to provide the students and teachers with 
interactive learning opportunities. 
Additionally, the stalls based on the theme 'Shop 4 

Cause' created awareness among the masses and reflec-
ted the work of READ Foundation. People from diffe-
rent walks of life visited the stall and appreciated the 
role of the Foundation for the marginalized communi-
ties. People purchased the merchandise items and also 
contributed whole-heartedly for the noble cause.

FESTIVITIES
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READ Foundation organised a hiking event in the lush 

green and serene Margla Hills to spread awareness for 

orphans education. A large number of READ Founda-

tion members and volunteers participated in the event 

and introduced the Foundations' enduring programs to 

participants from different walks of life. Participants 

pledged their support towards the noble cause as well 

as to engage individuals from their social circles.

HIKING - ONE DAY FOR ORPHANS


